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Cooperation in Security Case
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'Steinbrenner, the principal owner ot the

NeWYorkYankees made the facijlities
&nd personnel of his shipbuilding com-
pany availabie to the Government in &
pational security matter in the 1870's,
Federal law-entorcement officials sai¢
today. - - - -

The officials would not disclose de-

tails about the patter. A spokesman at

the Federal Bureau of lnvestigation
said the bureau was under instructions
not to discuss the case because of its
sensitivity. -

Other Feceral law-enforcement offi-
cials said Mr. Steimbrermer had cooper- |

ated with the F.B.1. and other Govern.

ment agencies in a pational security ’

matter that involved using ships to
monitor the movenent of other vessels.
The officiais saiG the case involved

several agents of a “hostile intelligence .
service” who were posing as business- !

men. Mr. Steinbremmer, whose com-
pa:rvappamnﬂyhadbusmas

dealings |
with the men, was asked bythe F.B.I.to |
cooperate in the surveillance of the sus-
pects &s part of an internal security in-

vestigation. The officials said they did
not know the natxonahty or menuty of
the agents.

It was not clear mday cnc:ly what
sort of purported espionage activities
the foreign agents were engaged in, or if

tbeywereeverchugedﬁthmmmal =

actvity.
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Mr. Steinbrenner is the chairman of
the ‘American Ship Building Company
in Cleveland. The company builds oil
tankers and other large vessels.

Federal officials said the company’s
dealings with the Government involved,
among other things, the use of its repair
docbm'rampa, which is one ¢f the na-
tion’s largest repair facilities.

They said the story of Mr. Stenibren-
pet's involvernent in a national security

matter first emerged in a lawsuit filed |
by Mr. Stembrexmeragamstagxmpof :

peopie in Florida, West Virginia and
New York whormmn he accuses of defraud-
mmminml,gasandcnﬂmmue
Ms

Oneotthepeopledepooedspanoi
‘the suit, whigh was filed in Tampa, was
-2 former ‘F.B.1.-agent, Philip. McNift,
once the head of the bureau’s office in
Tampea who later went to ‘work for Mr.
Steinbrenmer. He told lawyers that Mr.

: Steinbrenner had once been involved in

‘a pational security matter, Federal offi-

Mr. McNiff subsequently retused to

answer questions abaut the matrer, and :

his a

curity matter had been raised. .
Federal law-enforcement officials

said today that the F.B.I. had con-.

firmed that Mr. Steinbremner made

'| Amnerican Ship Building avaiiable to the

Government for purposes of gathering

intelligence information about vessels

At ssE.

Mr Steinbrenner could pot be
reached tonight with the Yankees in

| Oakiand, &t his borse farm in Ocala,

Fla., or at his bome in Tampa.

ttorney, Bernard Dempsey Jr., !
. said that be had notified the Justice De-
| parunent that & sensitive national se-
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